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Abstract:

This research presents a detailed study and analysis of nine new (unpublished)
Musnad inscriptions found carved on rocks in the areas southeast of Dhamar city,
Yemen. These inscriptions are dated to the period between the 8th and 5th
centuries BCE. The study aims to bridge the knowledge gap surrounding the tribe
of Shabam Bakil (Shabam Walad ‘Amm), a significant entity that has remained
relatively obscure due to its early withdrawal from the political records of ancient
Yemen. The methodology adopted is the Comparative Epigraphic Analysis,
involving the transcription of the inscriptions from the Musnad script to the Jazm
script, content translation, and a subsequent in-depth investigation of their
historical, religious, and linguistic implications, compared with published

Qatabanian and Sabaean inscriptions.

The results confirm that the Shabam Bakil tribe was an active component
within the Qatabanian tribal confederation known as "Walad ‘Amm," and the
inscriptions strongly affirm its allegiance to the "Raba‘ min Radman" region. The
study also reveals the geographical extension of this confederation's influence
southward, reaching the borders of the present-day Dhamar city. Furthermore, the
inscriptions highlight unique linguistic terms and functions specific to the tribe
(such as: Mahaffar, Madhmar, and Mahallil) that were uncommon in other ancient
kingdoms. This indicates a distinct social and administrative structure within the
tribe. On the religious front, the inscriptions confirm the worship of multiple
primary deities (including ‘Amm, Yithar, ‘Athtar dhi-Sami‘, and ‘Athar dhi-Sinh),
and reveal a unique linguistic phenomenon characterized by the variation in the
spelling of the god ‘Athtar's name within the tribe's corpus. This research constitutes
a valuable addition to the understanding of the political and religious history of

ancient Hakar city and the tribal alliances of South Arabia before the Common Era.

Keywords: Inscriptions, Musnad, Hakar, Shabam Bakil, Walad ‘Amm,
‘Athtar, Radman.
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